*i42   PSYCHOLOGY OF DISTURBING DREAMS
commenced to become so obvious that there is danger
of its existence and character becoming apprehended
bv the consciousness. A predicament exists under
these conditions that is somewhat analogous to what
exists when the symbols of a satirical drawing are so
clear that little resourcefulness is necessary to decipher
their meaning.
In the case of such a dream the veneer of disguise
is so thin that there is danger of the true character of
the repressed unconscious tendencies becoming re-
vealed to the consciousness. The emotional storm that
exists in such instances is consequently an ethical or
moral revolt on the part of the ego against the aspect
of some incompletely sublimated and aggressively
active unconscious tendency.
IE such an experience as this the fear experienced
is, in reality, dramatized revulsion. This fear, therefore,
is very real, and has developed in relation to a very real
danger; and the fact that the exact character of this
danger is not apparent to the consciousness makes the
menace all the more insidious.
A nightmare is a dramatized expression of some
repressed, undesirable, umuUimated primitive tendency
or psychical blemish, which would offend some ethical or
moral canon if permitted an undisguised indulgence.
It is reasonably safe to assert that there is never
any exception to the anti-ethical characteristics that
constitute the actual foundations of all nightmare
phenomena.
The mature personality develops from very primitive
roots, and the whole structure of mental and moral
responsibility depends upon the success which the
individual attains In shedding Ms archaic strains. In